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ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: LUKE 19:28-40
The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

28

After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
32
So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said,
“The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on
the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the
deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory
in the highest heaven!”
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
PROCESSION
Let us go forth in peace,

in the name of Christ. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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RESPONSE
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
CHOIR ANTHEM (Sunday) Hosanna to the King

Hosanna in the highest.
Courtney

CHILDREN'S SERMON
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience
in the midst of persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the
prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the
figure of Christ in these poems.
4

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
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Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

9a

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.
5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Thanks be to God.
(Sunday)
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GOSPEL: Luke 22:14-38
The holy gospel according to Luke.
14

Glory to you, O Lord.

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He
said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I
tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 17Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you
that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."
19
Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
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them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
20
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and
his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but
woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" 23Then they began to ask one another which
one of them it could be who would do this.
24
A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. 25But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in
authority over them are called benefactors. 26But not so with you; rather the greatest
among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27For
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the
table? But I am among you as one who serves.
28
You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29and I confer on you, just as my
Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
31
Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32but I have
prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers." 33And he said to him, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to
prison and to death!" 34Jesus said, "I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until
you have denied three times that you know me."
35
He said to them, "When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?" They said, "No, not a thing." 36He said to them, "But now, the one who has a
purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his
cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was
counted among the lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled."
38
They said, "Lord, look, here are two swords." He replied, "It is enough."
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG Ah, Holy Jesus, v. 1

ELW 349

GOSPEL: Luke 22:39-62
39

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to them, "Pray that you may not
come into the time of trial." 41Then he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt
down, and prayed, 42Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will
but yours be done.43Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength.
44
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down on the ground. 45When he got up from prayer, he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, "Why are you
sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial."
47
While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus said to him,
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"Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" 49When those who were
around him saw what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?"
50
Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But
Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then Jesus
said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come
for him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I was
with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour,
and the power of darkness!"
54
Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house. But
Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56Then a servant-girl, seeing
him in the firelight, stared at him and said, "This man also was with him." 57But he denied
it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." 58A little later someone else, on seeing him, said,
"You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" 59Then about an hour later
still another kept insisting, "Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean." 60But
Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about!" At that moment, while he
was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the cock crows
today, you will deny me three times." 62And he went out and wept bitterly.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG Ah, Holy Jesus, v. 2
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GOSPEL : Luke 22:63-23:12
Chapter 22
63
Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 64they also
blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 65They kept
heaping many other insults on him.
66
When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and
scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. 67They said, "If you are
the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If I tell you, you will not believe; 68and if I question you,
you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of
the power of God." 70All of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of God?" He said to
them, "You say that I am." 71Then they said, "What further testimony do we need? We
have heard it ourselves from his own lips!"
Chapter 23
1
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to
accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes
to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 3Then Pilate asked
him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." 4Then Pilate said to the
chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis for an accusation against this man." 5But
they were insistent and said, "He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea,
from Galilee where he began even to this place."
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6

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when he
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was
hoping to see him perform some sign. 9He questioned him at some length, but Jesus
gave him no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing
him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he
put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 12That same day Herod and
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG Ah, Holy Jesus. v.3
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GOSPEL : Luke 23:13-25
13

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and said to
them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your
charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has
done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged and release him."
18
Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!"
19
(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in
the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21but
they kept shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" 22A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil
has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore
have him flogged and then release him." 23But they kept urgently demanding with loud
shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his
verdict that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man they asked for, the
one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over
as they wished.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG Ah, Holy Jesus. v.4
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:26-43
26

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A great
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the
days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' 30Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' 31For if they do this when the wood is
green, what will happen when it is dry?"
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32

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing.
35
And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 36The soldiers
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, "If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38There was also an inscription over him, "This is the
King of the Jews."
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise."
33

CONGREGATIONAL SONG Ah, Holy Jesus. v.5
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:44-56
44

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, 45while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
46
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, "Certainly this man was innocent." 48And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his acquaintances, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
50
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54It was the day
of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments.
On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
HYMN OF THE DAY Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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CREED
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in Christ’s passover from death to new life, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.
God, most holy and humble, plant in your church Christ’s spirit of humility. Remove any
barriers preventing us from seeing his saving work on the cross. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal your will for all creation through stones, seas, mountains, and meadows. In
the splendor of what you have made, show us your care for everything, both great and
small. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rescue those who suffer torture, free those held captive by others, and grant refuge to
those seeking safety from violence and war. Bring to light the hidden systems that
perpetuate injustice among your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour courage and hope into people who feel like they are wasting away in distress and
grief, especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you in our hearts.
Restore their trust in you, even as you meet their every need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Open our hearts and minds to receive the words that you speak. Bless the educational
ministries of this congregation, especially our Sunday School, confirmation program, and
Bible studies. Guide all who gather to learn more about you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
As we gather around your cross during this Holy Week, we pray for a spirit of unity and
cooperation among all believers. Bless the congregations of St. Peter’s Lutheran, Holy
Family Episcopal, First Congregational United Church of Christ, and St. Clair United
Methodist Churches as we worship together. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gather your saints into the new covenant that Christ has established for all creation.
When we fall into sin, continually renew us until Christ dwells with us again in fullness.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Attend to the needs of the whole world with your saving grace, and lead us all into new
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
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OFFERING Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Emily Mathews, flute; Nancy Diebold, violin

Maker/Shackley

OFFERING PRAYER
DIALOGUE
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PREFACE (Sunday)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sunday)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG (Sunday)
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COMMUNION
SONG AFTER COMMUNION (Sunday)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
BLESSING
SENDING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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DISMISSAL
______________________________________________________________________
SERVING SATURDAY: Norene Stoecker, Janet Allington
SERVING SUNDAY: Greeter: Anna Fisher; Ushers: Del & Carol Vogel; Acolyte: Kallen Paul;
Scripture Reader: Shannon Furtah; Communion Assistant: Sue Daniels; Projectionist: Nancy
Green; Money Counters: Jim & Sandy Shafran
ATTENDANCE:

Saturday 33; Sunday 69

BIRTHDAY:

4/20
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Mary Alice Schlegel

81 years

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome those who are visiting with us. Please take time to sign the registration book or the
guest register in the lobby and introduce yourself to Pastor Ken or Pastor Joyce. We hope that
you will find our worship edifying and our congregation warm and receptive. We are glad that you
are here.
Today is the last day for ordering lilies and mums that will decorate our sanctuary for Easter.
Envelopes are in your mailboxes and on the table in the lobby. The cost is $8.
Join us after worship on Sunday for the Sunday School pancake breakfast. The tickets cost $7
for adults, $5 for ages 3-14, and free for ages 2 and under. All proceeds will benefit the Sunday
school.
During the next two weekends, April 14 and 21, we will be collecting memorial donations to send
to Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, in memory of former St. Peter’s pastor, Paul
Reyelts. The family requested memorials be sent to Wartburg, which was Pastor Reyelts’ alma
mater. A basket and envelopes are available on the usher’s table. If you use an envelope, do not
indicate a preference for fund. All memorials for Pastor Reyelts will be sent to Wartburg.
The scholarship committee reminds the congregation that scholarship funds are available for
college, post-graduate and trade schools. The application form is in the office. The scholarship
amount is $500 for members and $200 for non-members. The deadline for applications is April
30th. If you have any questions contact one of the committee members: Mike Morenko, Dawn
Lambrecht, and Nancy Green.
Tickets for the May 19 baseball game at Jimmy John's Field are on sale and will be sold until
April 28. Tickets are $35 each for people ages 4 and up. Included in your ticket price is $10
coming back to St. Peter Youth Group, a buffet of hot dogs, BBQ pulled pork, grilled chicken
breasts, potato chips, fruit salad, pasta salad and cookies, unlimited soda, lemonade, ice tea and
water, two drink tickets per adult for beer or wine, a group photo on the field, autographs from the
players, "Chalk talk" with a team coach or player, a greeting on Scoreboard, a meet & greet with
the mascots, kids run the bases after the game, an opportunity to participate in holding a 30' x 60'
American flag on the field during the National Anthem, an opportunity to throw an Honorary 1st
Pitch, and free parking. We will be seated close to the kids’ zone and whiffle ball field. If you have
any questions, please see Pastor Joyce. There is a signup sheet in the lobby.
Nerf War! After a long winter we are all eager to get outside. On Sunday, April 28 bring your nerf
guns and we’ll spend some time outside playing. Don’t worry about nerf darts, we have those.
However, please bring $5 per person to pay for pizza.
The annual St. Peter’s Attic and Bake Sale will be held on May 17 th and 18th this year. If anyone
wishes to donate, please put items in the large room in the church basement. Items must be
clean and saleable; please no computer equipment or large appliances. Anyone who wishes to
help with the sale in any capacity is welcomed. The committee will be meeting on April 29, May
6 and 13 at 9 am to organize items. Any questions, please call Jennifer at 329-9656.
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Pastor David Vickers of Holy Family Episcopal has written an Easter cantata, You Are My
Witness that will be performed on Saturday, April 20 at 5 pm at their newly remodeled church.
The St. Clair Ecumenical Choir and Bell Choir have been rehearsing for the past few weeks to
prepare for this concert. We hope everyone will be able to come and enjoy this musical offering
as part of your Easter celebration.
Youth group night: on April 24, middle school and high school students and their parents are
invited to Young’s Funeral Home. This is a required event for confirmation students. If you have
any questions see Pastors Ken or Joyce.
Renee Evans has been faithfully serving St. Peter’s as church secretary, but has decided it is
time to retire. (She will continue playing organ and directing choir). As a result, St. Peter’s is now
seeking applicants for an office administrator. A job description and application are available in
the office. For additional information, please see Katy Emerich or Pastor Ken.
The St. Clair Singers’ Spring Concert will be on Sunday, May 5 at 4 pm at First Congregational
UCC. Admission is free.
We are looking for players to join our church slow pitch softball league. There will be 8-10
games, a few practices and lots of fun! There is a signup sheet in the lobby.
The deadline for the May newsletter is April 15. Please turn in any information to the office.
The office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 22.
IN NEED OF PRAYER: Dennis Rocker, Mary Forys, Janice Convis, Guy MacIntosh, Sue
Kasemeyer, Delores Cook, Vi Dunn, Will Tanner, Clyde Moore, Louis Eisen, Loretta Lukasak,
Elizabeth MacDonald, Sharon Ann Wheeler, Adeline Harsch, Pat Greenwood, Patricia Jones,
Marc Dease, Stacey Yax, Ruth Morris, Bernie Nummer, Carole Stiefvater, Jeremy Bryan, James
Mitchell, Marlene Hand, Connie Felstow, Linda Leist, George Eisen, Alan Freed, Jack & Char
Boulier, Len Rose, Dennis Angus. (Please call or email the office at stpeterelca@sbcglobal.net to
update information.)

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Cantata
rehearsal at
Holy Family
6 pm

Prayer
9:30 am
Bible Study
10 am

Maundy
Thursday
Service,
Communion
7 pm

Good
Friday
Ecumenic
al service
7 pm

Cantata at
Holy Family
5 pm

Easter
Worship,
Communion,
8 am &
9:30 am
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